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In the days of Kalidasa, the practices of Jainisni must have
attracted some attention and one of them was their system of ending
life. He refers, for instance, to the usage of prdyGpave&ana .as a
means of suicide.1
Some light, however, can be thrown on the state of Jainism
during the reign of Kximara Gupta I. A Jaina inscription at
Mathura, incised on the base of a large seated Jaina* issued in the
year 113 (A. D. 432) during the reign of Kumara Gupta I, on the
twentieth day of the winter month of Kdrttlka, relates that an image
was set up by Samadhya (Syamadhya), daughter of Bhattibhava and
house-wife of the ferryman (?) Grahamitrapaiita, having received the
command to make the dedication from Datilacarya pertaining to the
Kattiya Gana and the Vidhyadhari Sakha.9 This record reveals how
like the Hindus, vizn the Bhagavatas and the Saivas and the .
Buddhists, the Jainas, too, dedicated votive images apparently of
their Tirthahkaras. To make such a dedication a formal sanction
was probably necessary from the preceptor (Acdrya) whose Gana and
Btikha were generally specified, Another inscription of this emperor
supports how such a practice was common among the Jainas. The
Udayagiri cave inscription of the reign, of this ruler, dated A. D.
425-26, states how one Sankara caused to be made and set up at the
nnouth of the cave an image of the Tirthahkara Parsvanatha. It
was richly endowed with the ornaments of a snake and an attendant
female divinity. This Sankara, though the son of Asmpali Sanghila,
adhered to the path of ascetics, conformed to the sacred precepts and
was the disciple of Acarya Gosarman.3
During the reign of his successor Skanda Gupta another inscrip-
tion yields some more information about the condition of the Jaina
faith. The Kahaura stone pillar inscription of his reign, dated A. D.
460-61, commemorates the installation of five images in a column in
the village of Kakubha (Kahaum) by a certain Madra. This person
who was especially full of affection for Brahmaiaas, religious precep-
tors and ascetics, alarmed when he observed that the whole of this
world was passing through a succession of changes, set for the sake
of final beatitude and 'for the welfare of all, five excellent stone
images of the Arhats (Tirthahkaras}^ Here again this inscription
reveals how in the fifth century also, the dedication of images contin-
ued for the augmentation of religions merit
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